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Students treated to basketball education
at Golden Kings' clinic

by Scott Rouch

Students from Okinawa's New Life Academy took on the Ryukyu
Golden Kings' Anthony McHenry and Bryan Simpson of in a game on
five-on-two with a predictable outcome. The two outscored the five.

The friendly competition was part of an hour and a half clinic Sept. 23
at Kitanakagusuku's village gym, given by the two players and staff of
Okinawa's professional basketball team. Simpson, formerly stationed at
Kadena Air Base, and McHenry, late of Georgia Tech's 2004 Final-Four
squad, taught the students basic skills, participated in drills with them
and posed for pictures
and signed auto-
graphs.

"It was fun seeing
them dunk," said
11th-grader Timothy
Stafford. "It's the first
time in my life I've
seen anyone dunk. It
was really great to
meet the pros."

Charles Elofson,
New Life Academy
principal said Setsu
Ishadoh, whose
daughter Sakura is in
the fourth grade at the
school, helped ar-
range the day and was
happy his students
had the chance to
meet with the Golden e 3
Kings. Golden Kings' Anthony MeHenry takes part in a ball-

"We're thankful to passing drill with students from New Life Academy.
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have the opportunity to have the guys come and speak with us," Elofson
said. "Being a small school, it's not often you have these activities given
to you."

While getting ready for their Oct. 11 season-opener, the Golden Kings
were happy to spend a morning with the children.

"The lady asked the office and we liked the idea. We always want to
contribute to society," said Atsuro Nakamura, team manager/interpreter,
who added that the team does clinics with Japanese schools on the island
as well.

With the noise they generated while on the court interacting with the
Golden Kings, it was apparent the 30-plus fourth- through 12th-graders
were having a good time.

It was great, real amazing because I love basketball," said ninth-grader
Lina Wilson. "I liked practicing with them, [ learned a lot," said Christian
Rabinitas.

Following the basketball
portion of the morning, the
players each spoke about
where they came from and
told the students to follow
their dreams and not let any-
one stand in their way. Both
players said they appreciated
the chance to spend time
with the students.

"It was a good experi-
ence. I love kids and being
around them," Simpson said.
"It made me proud of what
I'm doing. It takes me back
10-12 years ago, how much
fun it was as a kid. I wish
someone had come to talk to
us."

"What I get out of it is

Anthony McHenry takes it down a level to fit in where I came from I never

had the opportunity really to
43

a picture with some of his new fans.






